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This Republic Yours 


Last week, I reported some cases of small, independent American farmers who have been 
denied their basic constitutional rights and who are threatened with loss of their homes and 
farms — because they do not want to accept subsidies of tax money from the federal govern- 
ment and surrender their freedom to farm their own land in their own way. 


I reported on the tyrannical system of administrative law which has grown up under the 
Agricultural Adjustment Act. I could have added that this same system of administrative 
law operates in other big agencies of government which have been set up to run the lives of 
people: in the Internal Revenue Service, in the Social Security Administration, in the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board, in virtually all of them. 


Under our constitutional system, the powers of government are supposed to be separated. 
Congress makes law. The ezecutive branch enforces law; and the courts are supposed to be 
impartial judges of alleged violations of law, to determine guilt or innocence and to pre- 
scribe punishment. 


In the 20th century, we have largely set aside this system, so essential to human freedom. 
Congress initiates programs requiring such extensive governmental meddling in the lives of 
people that Congress cannot possibly prescribe all the rules for all occasions. So, Congress 
merely gives a vague and broad grant of power to some executive agency to make whatever 
rules necessary. | 


Thus, the hundreds of thousands of clerks and minor officials and political appointees 
hidden away in the vast catacombs of Washington bureaucracy become autocratic lawmakers 
for all the people of America. They make their own laws; they enforce their own laws; they 
ect as judge and jury to try violations of their own laws; and they assess penalties. 


The burden of proof of innocence rests on the citizens who are caught in this web of 
edministrative law. A citizen who feels that he has been unfairly treated must bear the 
«xpense of appealing his case to the regular courts. Often (as in the case of farmers charged 
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with growing too much wheat) the citizen 
cannot get the federal courts to hear his case. 
If the citizen can get his case into court, he 
often goes into court presumed guilty, because 
his case has already been investigated and tried 
in the executive agency empowered by Con- 
gress to exercise such power. 


My discussion of the problems of farm con- 
trols and administrative law has already 
brought me some astonishing mail. 


Don’t you think those farmers are being fool- 
hardy in risking everything they have to resist some- 
thing as big as the federal government? a reader 
asks. 


Wasn’t Colonel Prescott being foolhardy 
in trying to defend Bunker Hill against a pow- 
erful enemy which he knew could — and 


which did — defeat him? 
Is open defiance of the law of the land the right 


way to correct evils in our democratic society? a 
reader asks. 


Hasn’t this reader ever heard a story about 
the birth of the greatest nation in human his- 
tory — about 57 men who pledged their lives, 
their fortunes, and their sacred honor to defy 
the tyranny of ‘the law of the land’? Does he 
believe that tyranny will ever topple unless 
there are brave men who love liberty enough 
to stand in open defiance of tyranny? 


One reader said: 


I agree that the conditions you report are deplor- 
able, but what good does it do to report them if you 
don’t tell us what to do? Those farmers: what good 
can they do by butting their heads against a wall 
when they know they are going to lose? What good 
can you do, writing and broadcasting about their 
efforts if you don’t suggest a more sensible way to 
resist the evils they resent? You and these farmers 
must have some kind of angle. What is it? 


Didn’t this reader read what Stanley 
Yankus said? Yankus, the poultry farmer of 
Dowagiac, Michigan, explained his ‘angle” 
very clearly. He said he doesn’t want sym- 
pathy, and he is not asking for personal help. 
He merely wants other Americans to stand 
up and fight for their freedom, too — wants 
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other Americans to join the great struggle of 
our times, to help save our free American re- 
public. 


How? 


Every person, like Kenneth Robertson of 
Massachusetts or Mary Cain of Mississippi, 
who resists the tyranny of the social security 
laws; every individualist like Vivian Kellems 
of Connecticut; every businessman who spon- 
sors as advertising some program which tells 
the freedom story; every citizen who com- 
plains to his congressman and senators about 
the socialistic legislation they support; every 
politician like J. Bracken Lee of Utah who 
breaks from the control of the old parties and 
offers himself as a candidate on an uncom- 
promising platform for a return to limited 
constitutional government; every individual 
who makes any effort at all, in whatever way, 
to resist the mushrooming growth of big gov- 
ernment is fighting the same fight that the 
independent farmers are fighting: he is play- 
ing Stanley Yankus’ “angle”— trying to save 
our free republic. 


My only hope of ‘“‘doing some good”? in re- 
porting the valiant efforts of these valiant 
Americans is that others may be inspired and 
spurred to action by their example. 


“But,” a despairing reader says, “it’s a 
hopeless struggle. The socialist one-worlders 
have been winning steadily for a generation. 
They’ve either got us outnumbered or they 
are a lot smarter than we are. At any rate, 
there’s no point in fighting them any more.” 


Collectivists do have an advantage over in- 
dividualists—but not in numbers or in brains. 


Everyone who believes in communism, fas- 
cism, socialism, welfare-statism, modern re- 
publicanism, or new dealism is a collectivist: 
he believes that government should have ab- 
solute power to direct and manage the live: 
of people — for their own collective benefit, 
of course. 


Hence, collectivists are always unified anc 
disciplined in support of what they want: 


they all want laws that give gomernment more 
power over the people. It follows that prac- 
tically every law passed by Congress is a vic- 
tory for collectivists. The collectivists don’t 
admit it; they’re never satisfied; and they 
aever really compromise. Every year — 
whether the issue is federal aid to education, 
extension of social security, foreign aid, gov- 
ernment fixed minimum wages or what not 
— collectivists try for the whole thing. They 
never get all they ask; but they nearly always 
get part; and the next year they demand more. 


The great issues discussed in Congress are 
never really debated in the sense that both 
sides are presented. Bills discussed in Congress 
rarely offer a clear-cut choice between free- 
dom and socialism. They offer a choice be- 
tween some socialism and more socialism. 
Thus, each year, the people who want free- 
dom, lose; and the people who want socialism, 
gain. The steps may be big and bold; or they 
may be timid and halting; but they are gen- 
erally in the direction of socialism, seldom in 
the direction of freedom. 


- This puts freedom-loving Americans in the 
position of being negative, holding-back. It 
is seldom that freedom-loving Americans are 


offered a political candidate or a govern- 


mental program which they can support en- 
thusiastically. They are nearly always in the 
position of being against, or of compromising 
their principles in order to support what they 
regard as the lesser of two or more evils. 


Hence, freedom-loving Americans often ap- 
pear as people who have no positive convic- 
tions or unchanging principles: they are al- 
ways put in the position of compromising. 


Not having the easy unity of purpose that 
collectivists, by their nature, have; and being 
always at a psychological disadvantage, free- 
dom-loving Americans are always on the los- 
ing side; and the habit of losing has damaged 
their morale. 


When they do occasionally have a clear-cut 
choice between freedom and socialism — in a 
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political campaign or in connection with some 
legislation under discussion — many of them 
are afraid to stand for freedom, because they 
think it doesn’t have a chance anyway; and 
that, if they are foolhardy and give their sup- 
port to freedom, instead of supporting the 


lesser of two evils, then they’ll be ‘“‘throwing- 
their vote away” and indirectly helping the 


worse of two evils to win! 


la short, people who really believe in free- 
dom are individualists. They think as individ- 
uals and they want to fight as individuals. 


There are millions of American individual- 
ists who know that America as a free and in- 
dependent republic is being destroyed; and 


- they would like to help save their republic. 


But the job seems so big, and their possible 
help so little, that they give up in despair, neg- 
lecting to do what they can. 


Today, many American individualists are 
resigning themselves to the loss of freedom — 
while wishing they owned a chain of news- 
papers, or a television station, or a large for- 
tune so that they could get in the fight for 
freedom. 


They forget that few men have an oppor- 
tunity to lead the band — and that the band- 
leader doesn’t make the music anyway. He is 
essential to a good performance; but without 
the nameless members of his band who do the 
real work of producing music, he would be 
helpless. 


The little group of great statesmen whom 
we revere as the Founding Fathers did, on 
paper, ordain and establish the Constitution 
of the United States; but their action would 
have been idle without the nameless millions 
who were inspired by their example. 


History will always remember Washington 
at Valley Forge; but if he had been alone, he 
would be forgotten. The noble leadership of 
Washington did save the Continental Army 
from disintegration at Valley Forge; but our 


independence was won by the nameless indi- 
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viduals who stayed there barefooted in the 
snow with Washington. 


A select few did not make this the greatest 
nation in history; a select few cannot save it 


today. 


The early American struggle for freedom 
seems simpler and more colorful than our cur- 
rent problems. The enemy wore red coats. Ha- 
rassing them on the long march back from 
Lexington Green was an obvious and exciting 
thing to do. The midnight ride of Paul Revere; 
the rattling sound of musket fire; the wild 
cavalry charge: ah, yes, we’d love to fight for 
freedom that way. But how can a lone in- 
dividual fight in the great battle of our times, 
against an invisible, unidentifiable, all-power- 
ful something? 


The early American patriots did not choose 
their battleground or their enemy or their 
weapons. They just fought the battle that was 
theirs with what they had. It is for us, their 
heirs, to find our own weapons, fitting our 
time and need. 


The greatest weapon an American individ- 
ualist can have is conviction. If you have con- 
viction that the blessing of being an Ameri- 
can is to have freedom from governmental 
tyranny, then you will have no trouble identi- 
fying the enemy of freedom. He stands out as 
clearly as if he wore a red coat: he is any per- 
son who, presuming that you can’t manage 
your own affairs, wants government to take 
your money and mine so that government will 
then have the power and resources to manage 
your farm, run your business, fix your wages, 
and provide for your retirement and pensions 
and housing and elecrical power and medical 
needs. 


Many American individualists who have 
recognized the enemy of freedom and who 
have tried to fight him, have given up in de. 
spair because they didn’t kill him with the 
first blow. They wrote their congressman, and 
they received a “Dear Friend” reply that 
meant nothing. Yet that congressman prob- 
ably votes the way he does because of letters 
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from back home. Most men holding political 
office today vote the way they think a major- 
ity of their constituents want them to vote. 
Most of them seem to think the people back 
home want socialism. 


Why? Collectivists exert more pressure on 
them than individualists do. 


You think your one letter or your one pro- 
test is unimportant? Don’t underestimate 
yourself. Have you forgotten the importance 
of the widow’s mite? Your donation, all by 
itself, would not build and maintain the 
church you attend. But could your church 
exist if all people whose donations are small 
quit giving because their gifts seem unimpor- 
tant? 

Actually, every individual with convic- 
tions has powerful influence. 


You may have written your congressman 
letters which seemed to do no good; but how 
often have you tried to persuade friends and 
business acquaintances to write also? 


How often have you worked your hardest 
to get a club or organization to pass resolu- 
tions and start letter-writing campaigns? 


How often have you distributed good pa- 
triotic literature among your friends, or called 
their attention to broadcasts, in an effort to 
stir them up and give them ammunition for 
fighting against socialism? 

How often do you write to business firms 
that advertise on radio and tv, urging them 


to sponsor patriotic programs and commen- 
tators? 


How often do you write to business firms 
that do sponsor patriotic programs, praising 
them and promising your support? 


How often do you exert all the influence 
you have in protest against some newspaper 
or broadcasting company which slants the 
news to the left and supports all the wrong 
policies of government? 


It is by doing such simple things as these 
that the collectivists manage to get things done 
their way. 
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This Report is read by at least 10,000 peo- 
ole. What if just half of them made a real 
-ffort each week to get a maximum number 
f wires, letters, and telephone calls directed 
9 Washington politicians complaining about 
he governmental policies they know to be 
vrong? 


Rather soon, Congressman Bruce Alger 
Republican, Texas) would not be standing 
lone (as he was last month, 1 out of 435 in 
‘he House of Representatives), the only man 
ia Congress daring to vote against the Federal 


Milk Fund Bill. 


Rather soon, Bruce Alger and Noah Mason 
would not be alone as the only ¢wo men in the 
Congress of the United States who dared to 
stand and vote against extension of social se- 
curity in an election year. 


Last month, a prosperous business man in 
New Mexico was asked to consider the spon- 
sorship of my television broadcasts, as adver- 
tising for his business. 


He said: 


I agree entirely with Smoot’s ideas. But what he 
recommends is silly: you can’t resist the trends of 
history. We’re in a great swing that’s taking us way 
over to the left into socialism; and there’s nothing 
we can do about it. People with good sense are those 
who recognize the swing — join it, go with it, and 
profit from it. Some day, the pendulum will swing 
back, Those who were smart enough to go along 
with it will come out on top. Those who were fool- 
ish enough to resist the inevitable swing of the pen- 
dulum of history will be destroyed. 

I’m a businessman — not a Don Quixote. I’m 
going along with the inevitable. 


That was the attitude of the prosperous 
men of ancient Rome, when the barbarians 
swarmed in to sack and pillage. 


And the pendulum did, as predicted, ulti- 
rately swing back — after centuries of dark- 
ress and terror; but it didn’t start swinging 
Lack until there were foolhardy individuals 
willing to stand and fight against the “‘in- 
e vitable.” 


I agree with Ethan Stangland, an Indiana 
farmer, who says: 
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I want to protect the freedom our ancestors shed 
blood to get for us, before our grandchildren have 
to shed their blood to recover it. 


The pendulum of history swings the way 
people make it swing. 


This republic is yours; and you are the one | 


to save it. 


One Thing to Do: Get Rid of It 


I mentioned above that a few independent 
American farmers, fighting what some think 
is a foolish battle against big government, 
hope, not primarily to win their individual 
cases, but, that others, learning of their cases 
and moved by their example, will be encour- 
aged to fight also. 


There is evidence that the farmers are get- 
ting results. 


Ezra Taft Benson (the best Secretary of 


Agriculture we have had in a quarter of a - 


century) believes in the principles of free- 
dom, and doesn’t like the program he admin- 
isters. Ever since compulsory wheat quotas 
were imposed in 1954, Secretary Benson has 
asked Congress to excuse from compulsory 
controls and penalties farmers who raised 
wheat for use on their own farms. 


Urged by Ohio farmers, Senator John 
Bricker sponsored such legislation; but, by 
the time it got through both houses of Con- 
gress and became law in 1957, it did not re- 
move penalties; it simply granted the Depart- 
ment authority to increase acreage allotments 
for such farmers — provided the farmers sub- 
jected themselves to the regulations and asked 
for the increase. In 1958, Senator Bricker 
sponsored another bill to remove the penalties 
against farmers who use their own wheat — 
and to refund all penalties imposed since 
1954. 


The bill will not pass; but it daesn’t matter, 
because such piece-meal efforts to repair legis- 


lation which is totally wrong in principle, will — 


do little good. 
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What the public should demand is outright 
repeal of the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 
1938, as amended, and all subsequent legisla- 
tion based on it, or similar to it. 


Outright repeal would stop the socializa- 
tion of American agriculture, and that is what 
the independent farmers want. Inspired by 
the fight which the farmers have already 
made, powerful organizations may soon come 
to their aid. 


Two already have. On June 10, 1956, the 
Fifth District of the Ohio Department of the 
American Legion passed a resolution calling 
for outright repeal of the AAA of 1938; and 
on July 27, 1958, the American Legion of 
Michigan did the same thing. 


A Better Thing to Do: 
Cut the Tap Root 


fn July, 1958, the Democratic Convention 
of Precinct 2, Ward 10, of Ector County, 
Texas, adopted the following resolution, by 
a vote of 437 to 1: 


Know all men by these presents, that: 


Whereas, the graduated income tax is a tax on 
ability and initiative and as such is immoral; and, 


Whereas, the graduated income tax is a part of 
the communist scheme to destroy our free enter- 
prise system; and, 


Whereas, the graduated income tax is making 


oa out of otherwise honest U. S. citizens; 
ana, 


Whereas, the graduated income tax has made 
possible the fantastic growth of federal government 
1 ead into every phase of every citizen’s life; 
and, 


Whereas, the federal government is in direct 
competition with its own citizens in 709 fields of 
private enterprise; and, 


Whereas, the graduated income tax has made us 
1/5 slave to the federal government and the average 
U. S. citizen must work a minimum of four months 
of each year just to pay taxes; and, 


Whereas, the graduated income tax has made pos- 
sible an unlimited supply of money to the federal 
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government and this has led to waste in governmen! 
that is beyond comprehension; and, 


Whereas, a large part of this unlimited suppl ) 
of American taxpayer's money has been used i. 
grandiose schemes of world do-gooders to pour bil. 
lions of dollars down the drain of foreign aid; ana, 


Whereas, we have been propagandized and mis. 
lead to believe that these billions have been used to 
gain friends, when in truth we have alienated mil- 
lions who had been our friends; and, 


Whereas, the graduated income tax has provided 
the funds that have underwritten most of the so- 
cialistic schemes of the federal government and the 
growth of the welfare state in our nation making 
us each day more dependent upon federal subsidies 
and handouts; and, 


Whereas, it grows more apparent each day that 
economy in the federal government, is impossible as 
long as its supply of money continues; and, 


Whereas, the dictatorial power and gestapo tac- 
tics of the Internal Revenue Department are inva- 
sions of basic human rights of U. S. citizens and 
contrary to basic American law; and, 


Whereas, the graduated income tax has brought 
us to live in fear of government as it was never in- 
tended by our founding Fathers and has made us 
into a nation of cowards, liars and cheats so that we 
are afraid to speak out against this monstrous de- 
stroyer of human rights for fear of reprisals against 
our personal possessions, our businesses and our 
families; 

Therefore, be it resolved: that this Democratic 
Precinct Convention of Precinct 2, Ward 10 of 
Ector County composed of patriotic freedom lov- 
ing Americans of the Great State of Texas speak 
out forcibly as our forefathers before us in 1776 
and demand the repeal of the immoral and sociai- 


istic 16th Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States of America. 


And be it further resolved that the Legislature of 
the State of Texas set in motion the procedures for 
repeal of the 16th Amendment as prescribed in the 
Constitution of the United States of America. 


If this movement, started by a group of p:- 
triots working within the Democratic Part ’ 
in one West Texas county, could gathe- 
enough momentum to sweep the nation, - 
could stop the relentless one-world socialis : 
drive which is demoralizing Americans, elim - 
nating their independence as a nation of fre: 
people, and pushing them into bankruptcy. 
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Take the excess money away from the 
\Washington spenders, and they cannot buy 
your neighbor’s vote with your money — and 
tien use your money to pay for the destruc- 
ton of your republic! 


The example of these West Texans should 
aaswer the “What can I do?” question that 
riany Americans are now asking: put pres- 
sire on political organizations and _ political 
candidates who want your support to take 
tie same stand that the Texans in Ector 
County took. 


You don’t know how to participate in poli- 
tics? Some one you know could tell you, if 
you really want to find out. 


Trying to get either the Republican or 
Democrat organizations in your county or 
state to take such a stand would be utterly 
foolish? In most places it would be; but you 
don’t have to vote Democrat or Republican, 
even if those parties do have a monopoly on 


the official ballot. 


You can write to every political candidate 
in your district, sending him a copy of that 
Ector County Democratic Precinct Conven- 
tion resolution, and ask him whether he would 
support repeal of the income tax amendment. 


WHO IS DAN SMOOT? 


If he won’t support it, or won’t say, let him 
know that you won’t support him. 


You think this would leave you without 
anyone to vote for, because none of the can- 
didates in your district has the courage to 
support repeal of the income tax amendment? 
No it wouldn’t. Select some patriot in your 
district — yourself or someone else — who 
will stand for repeal, and write his name in. 
You won’t elect him, but your write-in vote 
will have great significance — particularly if 
you can get enough of your friends and neigh- 
bors to join you in making such protest votes. 


If enough of you do it, you'll scare the 
pants off the regular politicians; and you will 
probably encourage a major candidate to 
stand for American principles in the next elec- 
tion. You may even find that you have started 
a genuine third party movement in your dis- 
trict. If your movement becomes strong 
enough, it will become the second party in 


your district, because both the old parties, 


having long since abandoned all real princi- 
ples, stand for the same thing anyway; and 
they will be forced to join hands as one party 
in order to resist your movement which stands 
uncompromisingly for American constitu- 
tional principles. 


Dan Smoot was born in Missouri. Reared in Texas, he attended SMU in Dallas, taking BA and MA degrees 


from that university in 1938 and 1940. 


In 1941, he joined the faculty at Harvard as a Teaching Fellow in English, doing graduate work for the degree 
of Doctor of Pages J in the field of American Civilization. 


In 1942, he too 
in the FBI, rather than return to Harvard. 


leave of absence from Harvard in order to join the FBI. At the close of the war, he stayed 


He served as an FBI Agent in all parts of the nation, handling all kinds of assignments. But for three and a half 
he worked exclusively on communist investigations in the industrial midwest. For two years following that, 

was on FBI headquarters staff in Washington, as an Administrative Assistant to J. Edgar Hoover. 
After nine and a half years in the FBI, Smoot resigned to help start the Facts Forum movement in Dallas. As the 
tadio and television commentator for Facts Forum, Smoot, for almost four years spoke to a national audience giving 


both sides of great controversial issues. 


In July, 1955, he resigned and started his own independent program, in order to give only one side — the side 
that uses fundamental American principles as a yardstick for measuring all important issues. Smoot now has no 
support from, or connections with, any other person or organization. His program is financed entirely from sales of 


his weekly publication, The Dan Smoot Report. 


If you believe that Dan Smoot is providing effective tools for those who want to think and talk and write on 
the side of freedom, you can help immensely by subscribing, and encouraging others to subscribe, to The Dan Smoot 


Report. 
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In some states, good “third” parties are al- 
ready organized. In others, the little “third” 
parties are good in principle but torn apart 
with internal dissension because they need help 
and leadership. 


Hf you don’t know how to find out about 
these third parties; or if you have already tried 
and are disgusted with the bitterness and in- 
effective leadership you found there; if you 
don’t want to work at starting a write-in pro- 
test vote in your district; or if you have al- 
ready tried and found it impossible — here 
is something active and political that every- 
one in the United States can do: support 
J. Bracken Lee, former governor of Utah, now 
running for the Senate there as an independ- 
ent. Bracken Lee stands for repeal of the in- 
come tax amendment; and he will fight for 
repeal without compromise. 

If you don’t live in Utah, you can write to 
friends there. If you don’t have friends in 
Utah, you can write letters to the editors of 
Utah newspapers. 


If you can’t write, you can send money to 
support Lee’s campaign. His address is 2031 
Laird Drive, Salt Lake City 8, Utah. 


It Can Be Done 


At the risk of laboring a point, I call atten- 
tion to a twice-told tale: 


The June, 1958, issue of United Nations 
Review reported that United Air Lines had 
painted the UN emblem on all planes in its 
fleet. Well before the end of July, United Air 
Lines had taken all the emblems off its planes. 
I don’t bring this up to criticize United Air 
Lines. On the contrary; United thought it wa: 
doing something good, but quickly reversed 
itself when it found out that the public did 
not like what it was doing. 


How did the company find out? There was 
no organized campaign: just large numbers 
of individuals who, in their own way, let 
United Air Lines know what they thought. 


The individuals did not make timid sug- 
gestions to United Air Lines. They did not 
write apologetically, implying that there 
might be two sides to the question. They 
didn’t even ask for the Company’s point of 
of view. They just told United that they 
wouldn’t ride a plane that had a UN emblem 
on it. 


Whenever Americans are sufficiently 
aroused to bestir themselves and speak — not 
with halting complaint, but with manly ulti- 
matum: I will not support you if you con- 
tinue such behavior — they get results. 


Business firms, political organizations, can- 


didates — even government bureaus — will 
listen. 


If you do not keep a permanent file of The Dan Smoot Report, please mail this copy to a friend who is 
interested in sound government. 


DAN SMOOT, 
P. O. Box 9611, Lakewood Station 
Dallas 14, Texas 


Please enter my subscription for ( 


years) ( ___months) to THE DAN 


SMOOT REPORT. I enclose $ 


Rates: $10 for 1 year 


; please bill me for 


$ 6 for six months PRINT NAME 
12 mail 
$14 for air mail Sraser 
$18 for 2 years 
Ciry AND STATE 
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